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TECHNOPARK
Sculpture Competition 2026
"Responsive Sculptures"
The "Responsive Sculptures" competition invites young artists up to the age of 35 who are 
resident in the European Union (EU) to develop sculptures that can not only be viewed, but also 
used, experienced, and enjoyed with all the senses—from playful children to active seniors.

We are looking for objects with attitude and openness that rethink the dialogue between body, 
space, and material—sculptures that get us moving. Sustainable. Durable. Inspiring.

Submission stage I by February 15, 2026

A. Introduction / Competition profile

A growing collection of artworks that respond to people, place, and time.

The Responsive Sculptures project is creating an extraordinary art program in public space at 
Technopark Raaba—a growing collection of sculptures that redefine the dialogue between 
people, spaces, and objects.

The works respond to touch, movement, proximity, and use. They do not demand distance, but 
rather connection: sculptures that respond to their surroundings and create resonance.

As part of the long-term development of Technopark Raaba, this project combines artistic 
quality with spatial and social relevance. It makes art an active part of everyday life—between 
work and leisure, function and imagination, architecture and people.

The selected sculptures will gradually be installed on the Technopark grounds, forming an open 
topography of interaction: places where art does not stand still, but remains in motion—
because it is used and experienced.

In this way, Technopark Raaba becomes a living resonance space where design, technology, and 
human experience merge.
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Rules / Competition documents

B. Theme / Guiding principle

Technopark Raaba on the southeastern outskirts of Graz is developing a new, forward-looking 
business district – sustainable, circular, and people-oriented. The Responsive Sculptures 
competition aims to create an artistic program that understands this place as a space for sensory 
and social experience.

We are looking for sculptures that understand interaction as an artistic quality – works that can 
not only be viewed, but also used in a physical, haptic, and emotional sense. Not distance, but 
closeness. Not admiration, but relationship. That is the difference – and the principle that will 
shape this new sculpture space.

As part of the long-term development of the Technopark Raaba site, this project combines 
artistic quality with spatial and social relevance. It makes art an active part of everyday life – 
between work and leisure, function and imagination, architecture and people. The selected 
sculptures will be installed gradually throughout the entire area, forming an open topography of 
interaction: places where art does not stand still, but remains in motion – because it is used and 
experienced. Technopark Raaba itself thus becomes a living resonance space in which design, 
technology, and human experience merge.

C. Competition procedure

The competition will be conducted in two stages:

Stage I – Idea and concept
Submission of a conceptual sketch with a brief description, materials, idea, and visual 
representation.

Stage II – Shortlist development
A jury of experts nominates up to 10 projects, which are invited for further development 
and final presentation.

After completion of the second stage, one to three projects will be selected and 
commissioned for implementation.

Technopark Raaba Holding GmbH (hereinafter referred to as "the organizer") reserves the right 
not to proceed to stage II of the competition after completion of stage I without giving reasons, 
if the projects submitted do not meet the content and quality requirements and/or if the 
organizer considers it unreasonable to continue the process for organizational, technical, or 
budgetary reasons. Participants have no right to the implementation of stage II or the 
implementation of the competition. Participants cannot assert any claims of any kind against the 
organizer if the competition is not continued. By submitting their competition documents, 
participants accept this condition.
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D. Who can participate?

The following are eligible to participate

• artists,
• architects,
• designers, and
• interdisciplinary teams

Eligible to participate are natural persons residing in a member state of the European Union 
(EU) who have not yet reached the age of 36 on the date of submission.

Interdisciplinary teams of artists, architects, and designers may also participate, provided that 
all team members are residents of an EU member state. For interdisciplinary teams, the average age 
of all members is used as the benchmark and may not exceed 35 years.

Prizes will be awarded in two categories

• PROFESSIONALS: Professional artists, architects, designers, and interdisciplinary 
teams whose average age does not exceed 35 years.

• STUDENTS: Students at relevant universities (art, architecture, design).

E. Conditions of participation

• Artists, architects, designers, and interdisciplinary teams who have not yet reached the 
age of 36 on the day of submission are eligible to participate. (For interdisciplinary 
teams, the average age must not exceed 35 years).

• Persons residing in Austria or in a member state of the European Union are eligible to 
participate. The competition language is German or English (DE/EN).

• Participation is free of charge.
• Submitted concepts must meet the content and technical requirements described 

in the call for entries.
• In the event of realization, the organizer acquires the unrestricted, perpetual, exclusive 

right of use and exploitation of the realized work for the Technopark Raaba site. The 
copyright remains with the artists.
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F. Requirements for the sculptures

• Interactivity as an aesthetic principle: The sculpture should facilitate dialogue between 
people, space, and object and stimulate physical and mental engagement—through 
material, form, movement, or spatial gesture.

• Usability: The works are expressly designed to be used – they should/may be touched, 
stepped on, climbed on, or set in motion.

• Materiality: Suitable for outdoor use, durable, safe, non-toxic, and low-maintenance.
• Colorfulness: Open, experimental, emotional—without appearing purely decorative.
• Sustainability: Resource-efficient, with circular material cycles and regional production 

wherever possible.
• Safety: Safe for use by people of all ages.

G. Dates

The competition will be conducted in two stages. After each stage, a jury will evaluate the 
entries. The following dates are for guidance only and are not binding. The dates may be 
adjusted by the organizer if necessary.

⮚ Stage I – Idea and concept
Submission of a sketch of the idea with a short text, visualization, material description, short
CV, and references.

Submission deadline: February 15, 2026

What should be submitted?
• by email to: office@technopark-raaba.com
• Subject line: "Technopark – Sculpture Competition"
• Format: one PDF, landscape format A4, max. 10 pages

• Page 1_ Title / Name / Contact
• Page 2_ About the person (short CV, portrait, links, references)
• Page 3_Motivation / Concept / Idea (brief description of the project)
• Pages_4–8 Visualizations / Sketches / Plans
• Pages 9–10: Technical details / Materials / Cost estimate

⮚ Jury I – Nomination Shortlist
Selection of 6–10 items from the shortlist for further elaboration.

February 2026

⮚ Stage II – Development
Detailed design including 1:10 scale model, cost and schedule, technical feasibility
and binding offer.

March–May 2026

mailto:office@technopark-raaba.com
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⮚ Jury II – Decision
Selection of a maximum of three sculptures for realization.

June 2026

⮚ Realization and installation
Production and assembly of the selected works at Technopark Raaba.

Fall 2026

⮚ Opening
Presentation of the completed sculptures and exhibition of the models and concepts
from the shortlist.

October 2026

All dates specified are non-binding and may be changed by the organizer at any time at its own 
discretion without giving reasons.

H. Budget and remuneration (all figures net, plus statutory taxes)

⮚ Stage I – Idea and concept
No remuneration will be paid.

⮚ Stage II – Shortlist/Elaboration
Each nominated entry will receive an expense allowance of €1,000.00.

⮚ Realization/artist fee
Artist fee: €10,000.00

In addition, artists will be offered the option of presenting themselves comprehensively 
on two to three pages in an established medium (SPIRIT of Styria) and bringing their 
artistic work to a wider audience.

A maximum of €30,000 per work is available as a production and implementation budget.

⮚ The foundation and insurance of the realized works are provided by the organizer 
(Technopark Raaba Holding GmbH).
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I. Evaluation criteria

• Artistic quality, originality, and relevance
– Conceptual strength, aesthetic originality, and depth of content in the design

• Quality of interaction
– Usability, sensory and physical experience as an integral part of the artistic 
concept

• Materiality, safety, and durability
– Technical implementation, weather resistance, low maintenance, and safety of use

• Sustainability and production ethics
– Resource-saving choice of materials, circular approaches, regional manufacturing

• Feasibility and cost-effectiveness
– Feasibility within the planned budget and time frame

J. Jury

• Marleen Leitner (artist / jury chair)
• Hannes Schreiner (Technopark Raaba Holding)
• Peter Schreiner (Technopark Raaba Holding)
• Georg Eisenberger (EISENBERGER Attorneys at Law)
• Johann Baumgartner (Education Officer, Steiermarkhof + Cultural Advisory Board)
• Heidrun Primas (artist)
• DI Johann Schipfer (expert juror for safety and statics – without voting rights)
• DI Thomas Jodl (expert juror, facility management technopark – without voting rights)

Moderator / Curator
Eberhard Schrempf (without voting rights)
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K. Other

• After the final selection of projects, a realization agreement will be concluded between 
the artists and Tech-nopark Raaba Holding GmbH (hereinafter referred to as "TPR"). 
The sculptures will only be realized after the realization agreement has been signed.

• TPR acquires the unrestricted, perpetual, and exclusive right to use the sculptures for 
the Technopark Raaba site. The copyright remains with the artists. The artists fully 
indemnify and hold TPR harmless in connection with any and all claims by third parties 
resulting, for example, from copyright infringement or improper use of the sculptures. 
TPR is entitled to document, publish, and exhibit the works as part of its public 
relations work. This use includes, for example, photography, film, publications, digital 
media, social media, and exhibitions. No separate consent from the artists is required 
for this.

• The artists are obliged to design sculptures in such a way that they can be used 
safely.

• TPR undertakes to display all selected sculptures in public. TPR reserves the right to install 
the works at suitable locations within the area and, if necessary, to change their location if 
this is required for technical, curatorial, or organizational reasons.

• The entire process—from the judging to the installation of the sculptures—will be 
documented and covered by the media partner SPIRIT of Styria.

• The artists will be named in all publications and media reports and agree to this by 
submitting their projects.

• The jury meetings are not open to the public.

• Participation in Stage I does not entitle participants to remuneration or realization. 
Submission constitutes acceptance of the competition conditions.

• TPR reserves the right not to commission the realization of individual or all projects 
after the jury meetings have been concluded, without this giving rise to any claims on 
the part of the participants.

• By submitting their entries, participants agree that their personal data (name, contact 
details, CV, photos, project information) will be used exclusively for the purpose of 
conducting, documenting, and publicizing the competition. The data will not be passed 
on to third parties unless this is necessary to fulfill the objectives of the competition.

• By submitting their project, participants expressly declare that they have read and 
accept the terms and conditions of the competition and the following reservations: (i) 
There is no entitlement to selection, implementation, remuneration, or conclusion of 
an implementation contract, and (ii) TPR reserves the right to change the schedule, 
procedure, or other modalities of the competition without giving reasons.
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the right to change the schedule, procedure, or other modalities of the competition 
without giving reasons.

• Austrian law applies. The place of performance is Raaba. The courts in Graz shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction over all disputes arising from or in connection with the sculpture 
competition.


